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Book review by Stephen L. Doggett

In recent years, there has been a deluge of books on 
medical entomology, for the academic, the student, 
the clinician, and for the lay person. This includes 

Medical and Veterinary Entomology by G.R. Mullen and L.A. 
Durden (2018), A Manual of Medical Entomology: Medical 
Veterinary & Forensic Entomology by A.I. Hasaballah (2017), 
Handbook of Medical Entomology by W.M.A. Riley and O.A. 
Johannsen (2014), The Encyclopedia of Medical & Veterinary 
Entomology by R.C. Russell, D. Otranto and R.L. Wall (2013), 
Medical Entomology for Students by M. Service (2012), 
Physician’s Guide to Arthropods of Medical Importance by 
J. Goddard (2012), and Prevention of Bug Bites, Stings, and 
Disease by D. Strickman, S.P. Frances and M. Debboun (2009).

In such a crowded marketplace a new text must stand 
out from the crowd. Thus does a Guide to Venomous and 
Medically Important Invertebrates (GVMII) deliver in this 
respect? It most certainly does! 

Firstly, what is the book about? According to the authors, 
GVMII “describes the health threats posed by invertebrate 
groups, worldwide, from physical pain and annoyance to 
disease transmission risk… (and)… aids in the identification 
of potentially harmful invertebrates.”

What makes this book special is that it has been so beau-
tifully produced by CSIRO Publishing, with over 260 high-
quality full colour images (conflict of interest statement here; 
I provided a number of photographs free of charge). 

The images include an array of invertebrates and the clini-
cal damage they cause to humans. Plus there over 90 maps 
detailing the distribution of the invertebrates where they 
do not have a global spread. Furthermore, the text is easy 
to read, even by those with little experience in the world of 

medical entomology. 
Many of the insects that the pest manager has to treat on 

a daily basis are covered by GVMII. This includes cockroaches, 
bed bugs, ants, moths, spiders, and flies, to name but a few. 
It is important that the pest manager knows how these pests 
can impinge on the health of their customer.

Also included are selected references for further infor-
mation and an excellent glossary. A series of appendices 
contain information on personal repellents and common 
vector-borne diseases. For most of the books mentioned 
above, they tend to only focus on medical important arthro-
pods, such as ticks, spiders, and insects. Thus it is a delight to 
see the scope of GVMII extend to cover many other groups 
such as molluscs, sponges, jellyfish, echinoderms, worms, 
and other invertebrates that are normally not mentioned.

GVMII has been produced by three renowned military 
entomologists; David Bowles, James Swaby, and Harold 
Harlan. In the world of bed bugs, the last author is a house-
hold name. This is largely due to a bed bug strain collected 
by Harold in the 1960s having become the standard sus-
ceptible strain used by laboratories across the US. What is 
known as the ‘Fort Dix’ strain, is more often affectionately 
termed the ‘Harlan’ strain after Harold, who has generously 
supplied his bed bugs to anyone who requested them.

With such terrific images, useful distribution maps, and a 
writing style that is easily digestible, GVMII will prove to be a 
useful reference for many years to come.

A Guide to Venomous and Medically Important Invertebrates 
is produced by CSIRO Publishing, (228 pages), USD$43.18, 
ISBN: 978 1 4863 0884 2. 
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